
Sample Letter in support of Land and Water Conservation Fund: 
 
Dear Representative/Senator, 
 
Trails and other outdoor recreation infrastructure are critical to our $4.5 billion outdoor tourism 
economy, and a big reason of why we choose to live in Alaska. The Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) makes available millions of federal dollars to subsidize investments 
in outdoor recreation projects, from trails and trailheads to playgrounds, parks and boat 
launches. Alaska has been leaving its share of these dollars on the table while the rest of the 
US is taking full advantage of this generous program. 
 
The recent passage by Congress of the Great American Outdoors Act will permanently ensure 
Land and Water Conservation Fund dollars are distributed for recreation and conservation 
investments across the country. Starting in 2021, the GAOA increases the amount of LWCF 
dollars available to Alaska to a now confirmed $2.5 million every year! Now we need to take 
action to make sure Alaska receives these funds and not leave them at the doorstep. 
 
LWCF dollars require a 50% match, in cash, land or volunteer time. The State traditionally uses 
half of the available LWCF funds, and makes the remainder available, with the required match, 
to local and tribal governments. 
 
Three actions are needed to put pending and future LWCF dollars to work in Alaska:  

1. Support and approve the Governor’s FY 2021 DNR Supplemental Budget for 
pending 2019 & 2020 LWCF dollars. This provides required receipt authority, covers 
administrative costs and the State’s half share of the required match.  

2. Support and approve the Governor’s FY 2022 DNR Budget for 2021 LWCF dollars 
(covers same requirements).  

3. Fill the currently vacant position that will administer the LWCF grant program.  
 

We also recommend establishing a task force to improve how Alaska manages and meets the 
matching fund requirements for all federal outdoor recreation funding programs. Alaska can 
make accepting federal funds automatic, as it is in most other states. 
 
2020 saw overflowing trails, parking lots & campgrounds; use more than doubled at most State 
Park locations. We need to address the State’s $60 Million maintenance backlog and fill the 
growing gap between our current infrastructure and the expanding demand for outdoor 
recreation. These same investments can make it easier for Alaskans to be active, healthy, and 
happy outside, and help sustain and grow the expanded active lives spurred by COVID-19. 
 
Businesses and residents in Alaska, and prospective visitors all over the world, are more than 
ready to get back to work and to visit and enjoy Alaska. LWCF funding could respond to these 
pent-up demands, creating jobs in the near term, and infrastructure investments that can help 
strengthen our economy for years to come. We ask you support the Governor’s LWCF budget 
that will help Alaska thrive into the future. 
 
LWCF resources:  
https://www.alaska-trails.org/funding-for-trails 
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/lwcf/stateside.htm 
 
Sincerely, Your name 
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